IN THE BEGINNING

1963 and Reached
Minimum Power Pool in
May 1965



Article 29 Sels the ML

Cubic Feet Per Second

= Spawning Release st each Spring by the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheriesfor landlocked Striped Bass



I'hen Problems Arose....

= Appalachian Power sought a variance from
Article 29's minimum release

* FERC and the SWCB approved the
variance. New MIF 250 to 400 cfs.
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General Assembly Takes Action

= The VWP Permit Law reguires the SWCB
to protect instream uses by setting minimum
Instream flow and limiting volumes of
water withdrawn
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Five Power Plants seek Permits

= All use cooling towers with high consumptive use
= Cumulative withdrawals of about 40 mgd

= First use of The VirginiaWater Protection Permit
creates a battleground to establish policy
precedents.



What Happened?

protect recreational boatl ng need 720 cfsfor
boating.

« SWCB reconsiders, modifies power plant permits
to protect boating 720 cfs
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All iswell until ....

Lake Levels

= AEP asksfor variance to maintain
hydropower viability and protect public
safety. (Submerged treetops @ 787 mdl)



But What about......

oVernor, : B Intervene. Variances for
everyone.

= |Implementation takes from mid October 1998 to Mid
December 1998.
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Long Term Fix Needed

= Power Plant VWP permits modified in
2000 to include mif limits that apply when
AEP getsavariance



Response to Drought Today

required
= Reguest to decision generally takes four days.
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Typical Variance Features

» frequency varies according to situation
= 400 cfsin Summer
= 350 cfsin Fall and Winter



Stakeholder Groups

= Downstream Industries (2)

= Downstream Riparian Environmental
Organizations
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